Haemorrhagic cystitis and polyomavirus JC infection in ataxia telangiectasia.
We report the case of a young adolescent with ataxia telangiectasia (AT) and life-threatening haemorrhage from the bladder due to a combination of bladder wall telangiectasis, immunosuppressive therapy and an infection with polyomavirus JC. BK and JC are both members of the polyomavirus family. BK virus is a known cause of haemorrhagic cystitis in bone-marrow and nephropathy in kidney transplant patients, whereas JC virus is mainly associated with progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy and only rarely found in haemorrhagic cystitis. Although opportunistic infections are uncommon in AT and virus replication was described as being down-regulated in ATM (AT mutated protein)-deficient cells, clinicians should be aware that severe haematuria in a patient with AT and undergoing immunosuppressive therapy is suggestive for polyomavirus JC-induced haemorrhagic cystitis.